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Register results 


The following actions have been taken by Federal agencies. They have previously been summarized in CONSUMER 
REGISTER as proposals. Extent of consumer and other comments is reported when such information is available. 


Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has issued regulations designed to insure the safety of different brands of 
the same drug that are used interchangeably. Regulations describe procedures that drug manufacturers must use to 
determine the extent and speed with which a certain drug reaches the intended site of action in the body. FDA 
received 68 comments on the proposal; 39 of the comments came from consumers, labor unions and an association of 
retired persons. Those commenters said proposed regulations would have the effect of requiring doctors to prescribe 
drugs by generic name instead of trade name. Thirty-eight supported this requirement. Details—Federal Register: 
Jan. 7, page 1624; June 20, 1975, page 26142. CONSUMER REGISTER: July 15, 1975. 


Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has decided not to adopt a proposed guide prohibiting TV ads intended for 
viewing by children. 


In 1974, FTC proposed a ban to protect children from being enticed to breakfast cereals and other products 
through giveaway offers that have no relationship to the products. FTC received over 500 comments on the proposal. 
In 1975, FTC received 59 comments on an experimental study of the proposed guide. 


After considering the study and the comments, FTC concluded there was insufficient evidence “that all premium 
advertising televised to child audiences is inherently or invariably unfair or deceptive.” However, FTC said it will 
continue to monitor TV advertising directed to children and will judge each ad on the basis of the particular circum- 
stances. Details—Federal Register: March 18, page 15069; July 11, 1974, page 25505; July 7, 1975, page 28489. 


CONSUMER REGISTER: Aug. 1, 1975 and Aug. 1, 1974. 


Weatherization assistance 


April 25 is deadline for comments on the Federal Energy 
Administration’s (FEA) proposal to establish a program of 
weatherization assistance for low-income and elderly persons, 
implementing a section of the Energy Conservation and Pro- 
duction Act, Public Law 94-385 [CONSUMER NEws: Dec. 15, 
1976]. The objective of the proposed program is to aid those 
persons least able to afford higher utility costs and to conserve 
energy. 


It is expected that grants will be made to states under the 
program and the states will, in turn, provide weatherization 
assistance in keeping with FEA guidelines. In states that do 
not apply for Federal aid, local governments are eligible to 
apply. Allocation to states would be made according to a for- 
mula that would divide evenly the first $5 million of grant 
money among the states and would distribute the remainder 
based on each state’s weather conditions, energy consumption 
and numbers of low income residents. 


xenerally, the amount ultimately spent on weatherization 
assistance for each eligible dwelling unit would not exceed 
$400 and would be used to purchase insulation and other 
weatherization materials. Installation costs would not be in- 
cluded in the FEA program. Proposal states that 90% of grant 
money must be spent for purposes related to the purchase and 
transportation of weatherization materials to work or storage 
sites, and no more than 10% may be used for administrative 
expenses. 


FEA intends grant money to cover the costs of high qual- 
ity weatherization items such as insulation, storm windows, 
storm doors, caulks and sealants, weatherstripping, vapor 
barriers and clock thermostats. 


Details—Federal Register: April 1, page 17470. Send com- 
ments to Federal Energy Administration, Box LN, Washing- 
ton, DC 20461. 


Mobile home consumer manual 


On June 30, Housing and Urban Development Dept. 
(HUD) will require all makers of mobile homes that are man- 
ufactured under Federal standards to give mobile home 
buyers a consumer manual. Federal standards went into ef- 
fect June 15, 1976, but the accompanying manual will not be 
required until June 30, 1977. 


HUD has published guidelines which should be followed 
by the manufacturers in preparing the manuals. These 
guidelines include: 


e An explanation of the National Mobile Home Construc- 
tion and Safety Standards Act of 1974 and of the Federal 
mobile home construction and safety standards. 

e@ List of State Administrative Agencies that will help 
consumers resolve complaints. 

e A statement saying manufacturer does or does not pro- 
vide a written warranty, and if so, what protection the war- 
ranty provides. (Written warranties must meet the require- 
ments of the Magnuson-Moss Warranty Federal Trade Com- 
mission Improvement Act.) 


Manufactured Housing Institute, a mobile home trade as- 
sociation, estimates there are about 4% million year-round 
mobile homes in the US today, and almost 217,000 such homes 
were shipped to retailers in 1975. 


HUD is preparing a booklet that will explain to prospec- 
tive mobile home buyers some of the things they should know 
before buying a home—such as mobile home park rules and 
details about financing. 


Details—Federal Register: March 31, page 17294; July 14, 
1976, page 29072; Oct. 14, 1975, page 48141. CONSUMER 
REGISTER: Aug. 1, 1976. 


Plastic bottles—public hearing 


US District Court for the District of Columbia has di- 
rected Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to hold a public 
hearing on the safety of beverage containers containing the 
plastic acrylonitrile and to issue final results by May 18. Be- 
cause of the tight schedule, most consumers will not be able to 
make arrangements to attend the hearing, which is scheduled 
to be held April 18. 

Details—Federal Register: April 1, page 17529; March 15, 
page 14095; March 11, page 13546. CONSUMER REGISTER: 


April 1. For further information, call Ted Herman at 301-443- 
3480. 


Air bags 


May 27 is deadline for comments on National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) proposed alterna- 





tives to provide occupant crash protection in future passenger 
cars. 

Since 1968, NHTSA has required seat belts at each seating 
position; seat belt requirements were later upgraded and op- 
tions added to include passive restraints (such as air bags) to 
the standard. 

Because NHTSA estimates that no more than 20% to 30% of 
the nation’s drivers and passengers use seat belts, the agency 
has on 2 occasions proposed mandatory passive restraints, but 
such restraints are presently not required. However, NHTSA 
has issued an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking de- 
signed to improve the convenience, comfort and reliability of 
seat belts, and has been receiving comments on that proposal 
[CONSUMER REGISTER: Feb. 15]. 

Following is a brief description of the alternatives NHTSA 
is now proposing: 

e Continue the present standard providing 3 options for 
occupant crash protection (lap and shoulder belts, head-on pas- 
sive restraint system combined with lap seat belts, and com- 
plete passive protection—such as air bags). The vast majority 
of car makers use the first option. 

e Mandate passive restraints by 1980. 

e Require states to enact mandatory seat belt use laws. 
[So far, only Puerto Rico has such a law.] 

On April 27, NHTSA is holding a public hearing on the 

above proposal at Departmental Auditorium, between 12th 
and 14th Sts. on Constitution Ave., Washington, DC. Hear- 
ing starts at 9:30 a.m. Although it is now too late for consumers 
and others to apply for financial assistance for the hearing or to 
participate in the hearing, they may attend as observers. In 
addition, information on financial assistance for other aspects 
of the rulemaking procedure may be obtained by writing to the 
person listed in “Details” below. 
Details—Federal Register: March 24, page 15935. Send com- 
ments to National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
Room 5108, 400 7th St., SW, Washington, DC 20590. Refer to 
Docket No. 74-14; Notice 08. For additional information con- 
tact Frank Berndt at address listed above; telephone: 202- 
426-9511. 


Advisory committee—FDA 


April 30 is deadline for persons to apply for membership 
on Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) National Advis- 
ory Food and Drug Committee. This committee will have 4 
vacancies as of Sept. 30, and each member will serve for 4 
years. Members should have expertise in one or more of the 
following fields: Biomedical sciences, industrial technology, 
education, economics and public affairs. 


National Advisory Food and Drug Committee reviews 
and evaluates FDA programs and advises HEW-FDA on sig- 
nificant policy matters in the areas of food, drugs, cosmetics, 
medical devices, biological products, electronic products and 
grants-in-aid for research. 

Nominations should be sent to the address listed below in 


“Details” and should include complete biographical informa- 
tion. 


Details—Federal Register: March 18, page 15138. Send nomi- 
nations to Willam V. Whitehorn, M.D., Assistant Commis- 
sioner for Professional and Consumer Programs (HFG-1), 
Food and Drug Administration, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, 
MD 20857. For further information call or write Richard 
Schmidt, FDA Committee Management Office (HFS-20) at 
address listed above; telephone: 301-443-2765. 


FDA publicity 


May 8 is deadline for comments on Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration’s (FDA) proposed rules on the definitions and 
uses of publicity. Publicity is defined as “any notice, state- 
ment, or release issued to the mass media by FDA for the 
purpose of inviting public attention to an action, event or cir- 
cumstance.” Publicity devices include press releases, news 
conferences and media interviews. 

The proposal states that publicity may be issued when it 
is necessary or appropriate to carry out the laws administered 
by FDA and stipulates that it must be fair, accurate and rel- 
evant to the purpose for which it is released. 

The proposal also specifies that publicity may not be is- 
sued where it may be reasonably expected to influence the 
outcome of a pending or future criminal or civil trial. How- 
ever, the proposed regulation states its intent is not to pre- 
vent the use of publicity where it is “necessary to warn the 
public about a significant risk to public health or risk of sub- 
stantial economic harm.” 

In certain instances where necessary publicity may have 

an adverse effect on a product, firm or party to FDA proceed- 
ings, the proposal requires that advance notice be given to 
affected parties. In addition, the proposed regulation outlines 
how retractions or corrections should be made when erroneous 
or misleading information is issued. 
Details—Federal Register: March 4, page 12436. Send com- 
ments to Hearing Clerk, Food and Drug Administration, 5600 
Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20857. Refer to docket number 
76N-0478. 


PCBs 


May 31 is deadline for comments on Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration’s (FDA) proposed regulations to reduce allowa- 
ble levels of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in milk and 
dairy products, poultry, eggs, fish and shellfish. PCBs are a 
class of toxic industrial chemicals found in transformers, 
brake linings and other products, and which persist in the en- 
vironment. 


Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) estimates that 
PCBs—which may cause cancer, liver and dermatological ail- 
ments and genetic alterations in humans—are present in the 
body fats of 90% of all Americans. 


Acting on a petition from the Environmental Defense 
Fund, FDA specifically proposes reductions of PCBs in the 
following classes of food: 


@ Milk and dairy products—reduction from 2.5 parts per 
million (ppm) to 1.5 ppm. 

© Poultry—from 5 ppm to 3 ppm. 

© Eggs—from 0.5 ppm to 0.3 ppm. 

@ Fish and shellfish—from 5 ppm to 2 ppm. 


FDA also proposes a limit of 10 ppm for PCBs in paper 
food packaging materials unless packaging contains a barrier 
preventing the migration of PCBs into food. 


Details—Federal Register: April 1, page 17487. CONSUMER 
REGISTER: March 15, 1976; Aug. 1, 1973; April 15, 1972; June 
15, 1972; June 1, 1972. Send comments to Hearing Clerk, 
Food and Drug Administration, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, 
MD 20857. Refer to docket number 77N-0080. For further in- 
formation contact Howard N. Pippin, Division of Regulatory 
Guidance (HF F-312) Bureau of Foods, Food and Drug Admin- 
istration, Washington, DC 20204. Phone: 202-245-3092. 


This listing, prepared by Marion Q. Ciaccio, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register 
items deemed of particular interest to consumers, and it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document 
required or authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of the Federal 
Register, National Archives and Records Service, General Services Administration. Subscription is $5 a month or 
$50 a year and may be ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 
20402. Superintendent also sells copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each. Free copies of Federal Register may be 


available in libraries. 





For you Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
These forms are for you to This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) _ 
use, if you wish, in commenting by (name of agency) ' 
on any Federal Agency pro- published in Federal Register on (date) 
posal summarized in CON- ss . 
SUMER REGISTER. Of course, if 
you cannot get your comments = ss 
on the front and back of a form, 
feel free to continue your com- 
ments on additional paper. 
Send comment forms to 
addresses listed in the sum- 
maries. 
CONSUMER NEWS is pub- 
lishing these forms in coopera- 
tion with Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration (FDA). 


on (page) 


' a Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
Rate Register CONSUMER REGISTER item. 


Freight This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) _ 
e Interstate Commerce Com- Oy ane ot 

mission (ICC) has approved in- published in Federal Register on (date) 

creases in long-haul trucking rates 

ranging from 6.7% to 8.3%. The ; ; = 

higher rates were requested by motor 

carriers because of boosts in wages 

and benefits. 


on (page) 


Rate increases vary by region and 
extend from a low of the 6.7% overall 
increase granted to Southern motor 
carriers to the 8.3% increase ap- 
proved for New England carriers. 


Name 


Planes Street 


e Civil Aeronautics Board 
(CAB) has approved increases of 4% 
to 10% for first-class air fares be- 
tween the US and Japan, Korea and 
the Philippines. Certain discount 
fares—such as excursion and affinity 
group fares—will also be increased 
from 2% to 30% along those routes. 


Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
CONSUMER REGISTER item. 


The increases, which were re- This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 
quested by the International Air 
Transport Association, became effec- by (name of agency) 
tive April 1. 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 
© On April 6, an official of World 
Airways outlined the airline’s low- 
fare policy to the Senate Aviation 
Subcommittee, which is holding hear- 
ings on regulatory reform. 

As CONSUMER NEWS has re- 
ported in the past, World Airways 
has asked Civil Aeronautics Board 
(CAB) for permission to offer passen- 
gers a coast-to-coast fare for $89— 
and CAB intends to hold hearings on 
the proposal in the near future. Name 

Highlights of the “no-frills” plan Street 
include: 

(Continued next page) 


April 15, 1977 


(over) 





Rate Register 


(continued) 


© No free food or drinks (except 
non-alcoholic beverages) would be 
served. 

e Tickets could be reserved only 
through purchase. 

® World Airways would put more 
seats on the wide-bodied planes than 
are used by other airlines. 


@ United Airlines has asked Civil 
Aeronautics Board (CAB) for per- 
mission to reduce some of its fares be- 
tween mainland US and Hawaii—for 
competitive reasons. 


@ Civil Aeronautics Board’s 
(CAB) Office of the Consumer Ad- 
vocate (OCA) reports that airline 
consumer complaints for the first 2 
months of 1977 rose 6% ahead of the 
same 1976 period. OCA received 
3,074 complaints in the 2-month 
period, and these complaints covered 
difficulties relating to fares, flight 
cancellations, delays and baggage 
handling. For a copy of the consumer 
report covering January and Feb- 
ruary (which reflects alleged prob- 
lems with airlines—not necessarily 
valid problems), write to Public Af- 
fairs Office, Civil Aeronautics Board, 
Washington, DC 20428. 


Trains 


e Amtrak has announced its new 
USA Rail pass fares for the season 
beginning May 16 and ending Aug. 
31. Following fares cover unlimited 
travel on all of Amtrak’s trains except 
Metroliner and Southern Railroad 
passenger trains: 

14 days—$290 

21 days—$365 

30 days—$450 








